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Olmsted, Vaux & Co., Design for Prospect Park, 1871, courtesy NPS, FLONHS, Prospect Park Alliance, Brooklyn, NY, via Olmsted 200 - 
Oak Spring Garden Foundation

His democratic vision of public parks, and his insistence 
that human health and civic engagement depend on them, 
resonate more than ever today. The Oak Spring Garden 
Foundation, in partnership with the National Association 
for Olmsted Parks and Olmsted 200, celebrates Olmsted’s 
birth with an exhibition, which focuses on Olmsted’s life 
story, his major landscape commissions, and their relevance 
for contemporary society. Also highlighted is Olmsted’s 
trailblazing philosophy about the natural world and how to 
shape it for public benefi t. To download the exhibit, and get 
ready for Olmsteads celebratory year, more information can be 
fi nd here: https://olmsted200exhibit.com/

Landscape architect. Journalist. 
Social reformer. Creative genius. 
2022 will mark the bicentennial of the birth of Frederick Law Olmsted.    

“What artist, so noble, has often been my thought, as he, 

who with far-reaching conception of beauty and design-

ing power, sketches the outline, writes the colours, and 

directs the shadows of a picture so great that Nature shall 

be employed upon it for generations, before the work he 

has arranged for her shall realize his intentions.”

- Frederick Law Olmsted 
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2022 is the celebration of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 200th 
birthday. Many lifetimes, generations, careers, events, and 
time periods have passed in those 200 years. It’s obvious 
to say that life is vastly different from then in almost every 
imaginable way, but one thing that has remained basically 
the same is landscape architecture. We are still working 
to shape the land for the benefit of society, beautifying, 
problem solving, and working with other professionals on 
projects of varying scales.

As much as the backbone of the profession is essentially the same one thing that has changed 
(many times) is how we are able to design and what we are able to design. In Olmsted’s time 
vast changes were sweeping the country. Olmsted didn’t really get started until his 40’s, 
so the Civil War was ending, the country was being rebuilt, and the styles of the day were 
very influenced by European gardens and architecture. Additionally, Olmsted didn’t have 
many regulations to contend with and laborers and craftsmen were widely available for 
very low wages. These circumstances, as well as being highly regarded, allowed Olmsted to 
have a strong influence on his designs. Not being limited created an opportunity for him to 
design as he wanted – filling in wetlands, creating ponds, moving vast amounts of material; 
Olmsted and Calvert Vaux’s Central Park moved millions of tons of material with thousands 
of workers. This isn’t to say that he didn’t have any challenges and certainly his background 
in sanitation allowed for him to design well-thought out and self-sustaining environments, 
especially when compared to what landscape architects have contended with more and 
more of over the last half century, Olmsted had a real walk in the park so to speak.

Now, it’s obvious that there has been much progress in society that prevents the destruction 
of life and land, and we shouldn’t want it any other way. We are fortunate to have oversight 
by environmental groups, labor regulations, and more as they prevent bad actors from 
taking advantage and ruining things for all. However, one challenge that has emerged is how 
funding has been designated and available for infrastructure projects. Infrastructure money 
was more widely available and coincides with periods of great growth and achievement – 
most recently, the fifties and sixties were one of those periods where the country pushed 
massive infrastructure improvements: the interstate highway system, schools, governmental 
buildings, national parks, and much more were all created or redone during this time.

Since then, the tax system has changed (the highest earners were taxed up to about 90% 
under President Eisenhower) which has created a major shortfall in funding which isn’t 
available anymore. As opinions about government’s role has changed, there has been a 
lack of interest, urgency, and responsibility to provide the support and funding needed to 
continue that growth. As such, it’s widely known that our country’s infrastructure is falling 
apart, we are ill-prepared for climate change, and projects are often short-funded or now 
rely more on bonds and local taxpayers to foot the bill or there is more reliance on corporate 
funding – which does not have the interest of the common good above their own.

It’s why the recently passed infrastructure bill is such a big deal. It’s the first time in a long 
while (since the Recovery Act spending in 2009) that the federal government is providing 

President’s Letter
Steven D’Ambrosia, ASLA

Continued on page 3... 
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funding (the most for infrastructure in at least the last 25 years) 
for substantial projects across the country from transportation, 
climate change mitigation, to basic engineering like removing 
lead pipes. I hope that this bill provides an opportunity for 
landscape architects and other related fields to really start 
designing and positively impacting our society. I also hope that 
people see how improving our infrastructure will lead to jobs, 
better living conditions, and, in-turn, more of an appetite will be 
created for including infrastructure spending as a normal annual 
budget item (like defense).

So, 200 years later, Frederick Law Olmsted would likely find an 
overall similar profession but set in a vastly different world. I 
wonder how his designs would fare in the modern world – I 
also wonder how much his projects would cost and be funded 
nowadays. One thing I think that we as landscape architects can 
be proud of is that Olmsted, the Father of our profession, would 
almost certainly be a strong advocate for investment in our 
country and doing the right thing as his abolitionist writings and 
his opinion that “It is the ‘main duty of government,’ to ‘provide 
means of protection for all its citizens in the pursuit of happiness’ 
against the obstacles posed by the ‘selfishness of individuals or 

combinations of individuals.’” (https://olmsted200.org/frederick-
law-olmsted/life/) Which he wrote regarding corporations 
expanding development in the west without government 
protections of land for the common good. 

Please visit olmsted200.org to see events, virtual meetings, and 
tours that are occurring throughout the country over the coming 
year and to learn more about Frederick Law Olmsted and his 
legacy. And stay tuned to RIASLA’s website and social presence 
to see what we’re up to.

Thank you and stay safe. 
RIALSA President, Steven D’Ambrosia



Page 4 | Fall 2021| RIASLA

Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects
rhodeislandasla@gmail.com  |  www.riasla.org

The shadow of a quadcopter slithers across South American 
grasslands. In plan view, stampeding dappled horses weave, braid 
tightly, unravel, and weave together again. Slowly panning up, 
tangled deep green jungle blooms from soft focus in the foothills 
of snow-capped mountains beyond. Pan flutes crescendo, propped 
up by a lush, choral synthesizer track and an infectious, Eurodance-
inspired drumbeat. Corporate logos enter the frame, spinning 
and swarming, then separating and dropping down onto the 
landscape á la televised European soccer. First in Portuguese, then 
Spanish, Russian, Chinese, a woman’s voice concisely describes a 
multi-national environmental protection project using the metric 
of hectares rehabilitated. A heaving collar of emissive mist at the 
base of the mountain exhales, revealing a thundering seafoam 
green waterfall exploding with dizzying prismatic effects and flocks 
of DayGlo birds. In English, she says lovingly, “only by working 
together can we heal our planet.”

A few years earlier, in a post-Soviet satellite state, where 
computer graphics and game engines loom large in popular 
and commercial culture, tattered plastic sheeting billows from 
stalled construction projects like sails on a ghost ship 

Increasingly, someone outside the Western marketplace can 
now enter through the digital sphere. Like manufacturing, 
customer service, and content moderation, tasks that have been 
outsourced to the labor markets of the Global South, so too has 

Deepfake Forests 
Squint and look closer. Sunlight cuts through a grove of trees—as they sway, their shadows dance against a patinated 
stone facade. A maple lights up with fall color; a dogwood is in spring blossom. Listen closely, and you might hear a bird 
sing.    

the production of 3D models and renderings. While China and 
India have led the outsourcing market, the former Soviet and 
Balkan blocs have kept apace. Digital fantasy worlds provide 
both phantom glossy capitalist “antidotes” to the socialized past 
and a means for those previously denied access to participate 
in commodity fetishism. Outsourcing is accomplished both 
by contracting with local companies and by commissioning 
individuals who make their work available for purchase in online 
marketplaces. The cost-efficient construction of simulated worlds 
requires a new, distributed network of precarious workers.

Despite the old Eastern Bloc’s lethargic, proto-capitalist 
economy, the buildings’ flowing, curvilinear forms still hint at 
those dotting the skylines of fantasy summer blockbusters and 
the real-life capital cities of oil-rich nations.
In the outskirts of the city, on the fourth floor of a dilapidated 
khrushchyovka overlooking a treeless playground, Aaliyah 
sits at her computer 3D modeling the leaves of Monstera 
deliciosa plants. She draws inspiration from the playfulness and 
geometric simplicity of Matisse collages she sees hanging on 
the walls of high-ceilinged lofts on Pinterest. She creates her 
own brightly slashed and variegated patterns instead of using 
higher-res google images as texture maps.

Continue reading here:
https://takeshapemag.com/issuethree?#tuite-okeefe

  

by Colleen Tuite and John O’Keefe, RLA, ASLA - Fiction

2

L) “Kitchen_ceramics01_Dirty_a” texture map from White Noise Team’s Post Soviet Kitchen environment.R) “T_Cigarettes01_BC” 
texture map from White Noise Team’s Post Soviet Trash props.

1
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Resiliency Design Challenge - DESIGNxri
Tackling new challenges using the design 
process is one of the best ways to grow as 
a designer. DESIGNXri has been creating 
the opportunity for designers to take on 
new tasks, grow the design community 
within Rhode Island and help all involved 
improve their process. Currently, the 
organization is offering DFWD (DESIGN 
FORWARD) Resiliency Design Challenge.  
This is a training program that incorporates 
the tools of the Strategic Design Process for 
projects, while working collaboratively with 
a team of other participants and community 
partners. Through the intensive workshop 
series the participants build a more resilient 
skill base to navigate today’s challenging 
environments while also helping to deliver 
a potentially more resilient solution for 
community partners – a win for all involved. 

Maybe you aren’t familiar with DESIGNxri. 
This organizations was founded in 2013 
to recognize the value and impact that creativity, design 
and innovation being to Rhode Island and our world. 
Their focus is on creating events and programs that invest 
in design businesses, grow design talent, nurture the 
design community, and connect designers to professional 
opportunities. Some of their initiatives include DESIGNcatalyst. 
A grant program that helps small, local designers launch the 
next phase of their businesses with capital, confidence, and 
people to help with the process. Also, mentor and mentee 
match ups. DESIGNxri understands the influence a good 

Design Lung, image from DESIGNxri.com

mentor can have in a person’s life and provides the link for 
young designers looking for some extra guidance. 

 If you are interested in finding out more about the 
organization, their initiatives and if you are up for the Resiliency 
Design Challenge check out their website at designxri.com.
I wouldn’t wait too long because applications are due 
November 19th! 
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Emerging Designer: Adam Anderson

Adam E. Anderson is a landscape architect and artist
whose diverse projects include hospital healing gardens,
residential landscapes, masterplanning, campus plazas,
rooftop gardens, urban parks, and public art works.
Quickly becoming a leading design figure in Healthcare
Landscapes, Adam has institutional projects underway
throughout the US and abroad. Adam founded the
Design Under Sky (D.U.S.) studio to create projects that
negotiate with the ever changing landscape by
understanding the unique phenomenological qualities
and cultural influences inherent in a site before deploying
interventions to embrace, reveal, and often embellish
these qualities. “Nature” is abstracted in his projects,
culminating in a celebration of wonder found in both the
technological and ecological.

A few of his Providence-based projects include 10,000 SUNS: Highway to Park Project, in which ten
thousand sunflowers annually transform vacant former highway land; Roger Williams Park Gateway and
Visitors Center, a public park space welcoming the Broad Street Community; and the Living Edge, a
riverfront urban pocket park that “re-wilds'' the water’s edge in downtown Providence. Adam is an
Adjunct Professor of Landscape Architecture at the Rhode Island School of Design, and leads the
Landscape Architecture Department at Payette Associates, a multi-disciplinary design office in Boston,
MA.

19 Bassett St, #235, Providence, RI 02903
401-427-0811 | info@designxri.com

designxri.com |@designxri

Adam Anderson, RLA, ASLA 
inducted into the 2021 RI Design Hall of Fame

by DESIGNxRI

EasyClean is designed to be used on 

very high-tra�  c surfaces in public spaces 

and leads to a noticeable reduction in 

maintenance costs due to the reduced 

cleaning requirement.

UNILOCK.COM | 1-800-UNILOCK

EasyClean is available in many ready-to-order 
products and can be applied to large scale 
custom orders. Ask your Representative for 
more information.
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RIASLA Excom, New Members

Position: Secretary

Work: Mather & Page Landscape 
Architects

Favorite park in RI: Greenhill 
Park….A perfectly scaled 
neighborhood park in 

RIASLA has been growing and we want to celebrate some of the 
recent additions!

Lisa Frazier, RLA, ASLA

Charlestown RI. A favorite of my two girls as well.

Do you have a favorite plant?: That’s like choosing my favorite 
child -  can’t do it

What is your go-to Karaoke song?: Depends on the crowd…. 
Either ‘Burning Down the House’ by  the Talking Heads or 
‘Heartbreaker’ by Mariah Carey

If you had a superpower what would it be? The ability to move 
things with my mind. Seems wildly useful on job sites!

KINGSTON, R.I. – Sept. 23, 
2021 – The University of 
Rhode Island’s 29th annual 
Landscape Architecture 
Lecture Series. The fall 
lectures will explore the 
meaning of history and 
culture in the works of 
professional landscape 
architects, said William Green, 

professor of landscape architecture and series organizer. 
The series returns to an in-person format this semester with 
lectures Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the Ernest Mario Auditorium 
(room 170) in Avedesian Hall, 7 Greenhouse Road, on the 
Kingston Campus. The lectures are free and open to the 
public. All attendees must wear a face covering.

Nov. 18 - Danielle Desilets - Shifting Perspectives: 
Correcting the National Record

On Nov. 18, Danielle Desilets ’99, a senior associate at Kyle Zick 
Landscape Architecture (KZLA) in Boston, will discuss “Shifting 
Perspectives: Correcting the National Record.”

In her 20 years as a landscape architect, Desilets has focused 
on historic and cultural landscape preservation, along with 
serving as a project manager on projects including park 
master planning and recreation design, trail system planning 
and design, campus planning, and design for accessibility 
and sustainability. At KZLA, Desilets has worked with the 
U.S. Department of State, the National Park Service, the 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
and municipalities throughout New England and New York 
State. She has documented and planned historically signifi cant 
landscapes for projects such as the U.S. Chancery & Chief of 
Mission Residence in New Delhi, India, and the U.S. Embassy 
Compound in Rome.

Dec. 2 - Eric Kramer and Beka Sturges - Designing 
Histories – Voices, Claims, and Reconciliation.

Closing out the fall semester are Eric Kramer and Beka 
Sturges, partners at Reed Hilderbrand Landscape Architects 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. On Dec. 2, they will speak on 
“Designing Histories – Voices, Claims, and Reconciliation.”
 
Through works that include Boston’s Central Wharf Plaza 
and the Alamo Plaza Interpretive Master Plan in San Antonio, 
Kramer has designed numerous landscapes associated with the 

URI’s 29th Annual Landscape Architecture Series,
Exploring the meaning of history and culture in landscape architecture

renewal and enrichment of campuses, cities and institutions. 
Kramer earned his master’s degree in landscape architecture at 
Harvard Graduate School, where he received the Charles Eliot 
Fellowship.

As head of Hilderbrand’s New Haven offi  ce, Sturges’ recent 
projects include Yale University, Storm King Art Center, and 
phase one of the Mill River Trail, a 4-acre linear park running 
through the center of New Haven. Her work is known for 
its powerful spatial demonstration of the cultural and 
environmental value of landscapes. Sturges also teaches at Yale 
School of Architecture and Connecticut College.

For more information, email William Green at wagre@uri.edu or 
call (401) 874-2983. All presentations will also be available over 
Zoom by emailing Green for a link to the lecture.
The series is sponsored by the Rhode Island Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects, URI College of 
the Environment and Life Sciences, University Libraries, the 
departments of Landscape Architecture and Art and Art History, 
and the Gaetano and Pasqualina Faella Endowment.
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Position: Member at Large, Soon to 
be Trustee

Work: BETA Group Inc.

Favorite park in RI: This is tough one 
so I will give two. I remember seeing 
Water Place Park for the first time 

17+/- years ago and being amazed by the scale, level of detail 
and thought that went into it. Later in life, my wife and I would 
frequently run or walk the dog along the Blackstone Boulevard 
Park. I thought the simplicity of materials and cadence of the 
path were nearly perfect.

Do you have a favorite plant?: juniperus chinensis torulosa

If you had a superpower what would it be? Adding hours to the 
day. 

Green stormwater infrastructure has been a regular topic 
for landscape architecture, engineering, and other design 
disciplines for a while. However, there is still a lag in 
community wide understanding of its importance and industry 
maintenance capabilities. I am sure many of us have shown 
up to a site to see how that great bioretention meadow mix is 
doing to find it wacked and mowed down because someone 

thought it was a little messy looking. Changing perspective 
of how we treat our water and landscapes doesn’t happen 
overnight. However, it does move forward with community 
engagement and training similar to the ones hosted by the 
Providence Stormwater Innovation Center. 

The innovation center helps building the bridge between 
design and community understanding of water quality and 
wildlife habitat benefits through outreach and community 
engagement. At the end of October, the center held a two-day 
Expo to learn about stormwater techniques and related topics 
for designers, planners, construction contractors and interested 
citizens. These types of events help grow the understanding of 
green infrastructure techniques and applications that can be 
applied to a site. The education for this expo, as well as others 
provided by the center focus on installed practices and practical 
techniques that can be applied in the field. Widening green 
infrastructure understanding by letting participants seeing 
practices in work! 

This expo was one way the innovation center is growing green 
infrastructure understanding. Throughout the year the center, 
and Roger Williams Park, utilize practices installed around the 
park to train people in the maintenance of green infrastructure 
– helping combat the “mow it all” mentality!  As we all move 
closer to a sustainable world, the Providence Stormwater 
Innovation Center helping bridge the gaps between landscape, 
green practices, maintenance, and our water resources.  

Providence Stormwater Innovation Center

volunteer cyanobacteria monitoring, image from Providence Stormwater 
Innovation Center instagram

Alyssa Gomes, ASLANate Socha, RLA, ASLA
Position: Emerging Professionals Chair, 
Member-at-Large

Work: BETA Group Inc.

Favorite Park in RI: Colt State Park in 
Bristol. Not only does it have its own 
bike path loop, which also connects to 

the East Bay Bike Path running from Bristol to Providence, but It 
also offers wonderful views across Narragansett bay. 

Favorite plant: I fell in love with crocosmia while working at 
an internship in Little Compton a few years ago. It is definitely 
quite tropical looking for the north east, but beautiful 
nonetheless. 

Go to karaoke song: although I’ve never had the pleasure to 
participate in karaoke, it would probably have to be a Kelly 
Clarkson or Bruno Mars song. 

Superpower: to be in two (or more) places at once
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Sponsorship Opportunities
The Rhode Island Chapter of ASLA provides a number of opportunities for vendors to reach the RIASLA members, allied 
professions and the general public who utilize the services of landscape architects. We have a full range of sponsorship and 
advertising opportunities available in Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze Levels. Please reach out with any questions or ideas. 

PLATINUM LEVEL - $2000

 Website Benefits - Premium Large Logo on RIASLA website and full page ad in quarterly blog, sponsor link to your website 
and your logo as a sponsor on the Parking Day Website held in September.

ASLA Member Communication - Social media ‘ Meet a Sponsor” Spotlight feature (annually), Social media product feature (2 
per year) and Large logo in all email communications.

Direct Member Contact - Virtual Lunch & Learn / Continuing Education session (paid for / hosted by the sponsor but 
promoted by RIASLA)

Signature Event - Four tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Table at Awards Event (for promotional 
material), Recognition at RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event as a Platinum Sponsor.

GOLD LEVEL - $1500

 Website Benefits - Medium Logo on RIASLA website and half page ad in quarterly blog. Sponsor link to your website. 

ASLA Member Communication - Social media ‘Meet a Sponsor’ Spotlight feature (annually), Social media product feature 
(1per year) and Medium logo in all email communications. Medium font on event handouts / signage (Parking Day, Hoiday / 
Awards Party, etc.)

Direct Member Contact - Virtual Lunch & Learn / Continuing Education session (paid for / hosted by the sponsor but 
promoted by RIASLA)

Signature Event - Three tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Recognition at RIASLA annual Holiday Party / 
Awards Event as a Gold Sponsor. 

SILVER LEVEL - $1000

 Website Benefits - Small Logo on RIASLA website, sponsor link to your website. 

ASLA Member Communication - Medium logo in all email communications.

Signature Event - Two tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Recognition at RIASLA annual Holiday Party / 
Awards Event as a Silver Sponsor. 

Bronze LEVEL - $500

 Website Benefits - Small Logo on RIASLA website, sponsor link to your website. 

ASLA Member Communication - Small logo in all email communications.

Signature Event - One tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Recognition at RIASLA annual Holiday Party / 
Awards Event as a Bronze Sponsor. 


