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Coastal Cleanup April 
In celebration of Earth Day, Landscape Architecture Month & 
the Ocean we all love, Rhode Island ASLA and Clean Ocean 
Access are partnering up to present Coastal Cleanup April! On 
Saturday the 10th, 17th, and 24th we will meet to clean a por-
tion of the coast and help eliminate marine debris. At the end 
of the month, we will have a total weight for garbage removed! 
This is a great opportunity to show our appreciation for the 
local environment and to catch other ASLA members in a safe 
socially distant environment. We will provide the gloves and 
bags and take care of the trash afterward. All you need to do is 
register, bring a copy of your form, and show up ready to clean!

The entire event for each day will be outside from 12:00 – 2:00 
and everyone participating is required to practice social dis-
tancing, including wearing a mask. Each person participating 
must preregister for the event, sign the waiver and bring it 
with them on their phone. To sign up you can you may visit our 
website at www.riasla.org to find the events on our calendar.

April 10th: Cliff Walk Cleanup 
April 17th: Weaver Cover Cleanup 
April 24th: Pheasant Drive Cleanup 

We Look Forward to seeing you there! 

April is World Landscape Architecture Month (WLAM). 
Established by the American Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA), WLAM is a month-long international celebration 
of landscape architecture and designed public and private 
spaces.

This year’s theme is “Growing Together.” 

As part of this year’s World Landscape Architecture Month, 
ASLA is also teaming up with EarthDay.org to sponsor The 
Great Global Cleanup 2021. ASLA members and the public can 
organize and join local cleanup projects as part of the effort.
Locally, Rhode Island ASLA and Clean Ocean Access are 
partnering up to present Coastal Cleanup April. On Saturday 
the 10th, 17th, and 24th they will meet to clean a portion 
of the coast and help eliminate marine debris. This is a 

great opportunity to show your appreciation for the local 
environment and to meet ASLA members in a safe socially 
distant environment. They will provide the gloves and bags 
and take care of the trash afterward. All you need to do is 
register, bring a copy of your form, and show up ready to 
clean!  See below for more info.

Happy WLAM!
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Greetings Chapter Members!

This year has been a difficult one, I’m sure for everyone, and I hope that 
this Newsletter finds you staying healthy, busy and looking towards a 

brighter future as the vaccination efforts continue. 

We, as an Executive Committee had taken a brief pause due to COVID but have been 
consistently meeting since September and are looking ahead to better days in effort to 
provide members with information from National and upcoming Chapter events. 

I have really enjoyed meeting ASLA’s new CEO, Torey Carter-Conneen. Not only has he 
provided the opportunity to us to have a dialog during the Board of Trustee’s meetings 
but he has also initiated and held several Town Hall small group discussions with us. These 
opportunities have helped not only the Trustee’s and the Executive Committee be more 
engaged, but it has allowed important issues and topics to circulate faster and evolve or 
become more resolved in a shorter amount of time. Torey has brought a fresh outlook and 
is providing direction, that I think, will strengthen our Society and lead us down a positive 
path for the future. Today I’d like to share some of the Highlights from National as well as 
upcoming Chapter events.  

Remember, stay positive and test negative! 
Stay safe all!

All my best, 

Jenn

National Highlights:

•	 Free PDH opportunity every month
•	 Free Student Membership
•	 Community & Mentorship Site for Students
 -launched in February 
 -free automated match of mentors to mentees
 -Program: https://connect.asla.org/mentoring
•	 2021 Historic American Landscape Survey (HALS) partnering with National Park 

Service. This year’s theme: Historic Black Landscapes, PPN is providing monthly field 
posts. Locally, RIHPHC will be  hosting the 35th Rhode Island Historic Preservation 
Conference, Elena Pascarella along with  with Kofi Boone, FASLA and Keith Stokes will 
be presenting ‘ Recovering Rhode Island’s African Heritage Landscapes’. 

 
Upcoming Events:
WLAM: RIASLA/Clean Ocean Access Beach Cleanup: Sign up and learn more at 
Cleanoceanaccess.org
•	 April 10: Cliff Walk
•	 April 17: Weaver Cove
•	 April 24: Pheasant Drive

Practice Management Virtual Program: June 22-23 
•	 for Associate members or any member who is early on in their career.

PR Virtual Summit: date TBA

Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA

Continued on page 6... 
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President’s Letter 
Steven D’Ambrosia, ASLA

Continued on page 6... 

“You can cut all the flowers but you cannot keep 
spring from coming.”
- Pablo Neruda

Never, in most of our lifetimes, have we witnessed 
such a year. Indeed, many flowers have been cut, 

we have endured much loss, pain, isolation, and anxiety. But finally, there 
is optimism growing. As plants grow, flowers bloom, animals awake, and 
people emerge this springtime, we are gifted with a greater hope than 
we have seen in a year or so. We have hopefully rounded the corner in 
dealing with this plague and are headed for change.

To say that 2020 was disruptive is obviously an understatement. We 
collectively have dealt with a pandemic, political turmoil, disasters 
brought about by climate change, social changes dealing with race and 
gender, our country and society has been convulsing with changes. 
Despite all of that, we are still here. It is safe to assume that all of those 
same issues will continue to follow us through 2021 and probably 
beyond. These are trying times fraught with tensions, anxiety, and anger. 
But, we are still here. 

The last time we at RIASLA reached out with a President’s Letter, my 
friend and colleague, Andrew Pichette was President and all of us were 

just heading into our 2020 misadventures. In the time since, we have had 
many discussions about how RIASLA can come out of the past year with 
renewed energy and growth and we hope that we can start on a new foot 
in a new direction to better service our members in the coming year and 
beyond.

I have a lot of great things to discuss with you, but I want to introduce 
myself a bit more since there is a very real chance that you have no idea 
who I am. My name is Steven D’Ambrosia and I am a landscape architect. 
I graduated from URI in 2008. I started off working at Central Nurseries’ 
Garden Center selling plant material and designing small planting plans. 
In 2007, I got an internship at Gates, Leighton, and Associates (which I was 
incredibly lucky to land and keep considering the economy at the time) 
and I continued to grow there until 2012 when GLA merged with BETA 
Group, Inc. I have now been at BETA for what will be 9 years in June.

I am married to a wonderfully patient and understanding wife, Melissa 
and have two incredibly imaginative and fun daughters. We also have a 
dog, Nelson, who may actually be a cat. I have been a member of RIASLA 
for a few years starting out as Secretary, then President Elect, and now 
President. I am a member of the Planning Board in Cumberland and a 
member of the RI Chapter of the APA.
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URI Students Discuss Navigating an Internship During the Pandemic 

With summer quickly approaching, the Landscape Architecture 
Students and Professionals in RI are wondering how internships (remote 
or otherwise) will work during the COVID pandemic this summer. We 
asked a few students from the University of Rhode Island to share their 
experiences last summer to help the RIASLA members continue to think 
about how to support this important step on their career path. 

Sarah McGraw
URI Landscape Architecture Senior

Internship: East Coast Greenway / I worked from Upstate New York 
on a section of the greenway for Freeport, Maine. 

Type of internship:  Remote, I worked with two other students.

Connection: I connected weekly with the other 
two students and with our professor who managed 
the internship.  We met with the advisor of East 
Coast Greenway (ECG) for the New England Area 
along with the Town Engineer of Freeport about 
twice a month. 

Adjustment time: Since we were coming off a 
remote spring semester adjusting to online internship was rather easy. 

Challenges:  Some challenges I faced was not being able to see the site 
in person. Being so far away along with being in a pandemic I was not 
able to visit the site. This gave me the opportunity to strengthen my skills 
in GIS mapping, enhance my communication skills through contacting 
the town to gain information of the site, and learning to work on one 
project with multiple people while not being able to physically be 
together. 

Tools: We used Zoom when communicating with the ECG and Freeport 
town. Zoom was used more professionally. For weekly check-ins we used 
Google Meet, this seems to be a more relaxed platform. 

Miranda Hulme
URI Landscape Architecture Senior

Internship Company/Location: Andover Landscape Design and 
Construction LLC. Andover, MA

What type of internship did you have? I had an 
in person internship. It was with a design/build 
firm where I mostly worked in the field with the 
fine gardening team. Occasionally, I would work 
with the construction team.

How often did you connect with your manager 
and how was it done? Daily, through text or a 
phone call. They would always visit the sites being worked on at least 
once a day. 

How long did it take before you felt integrated? My experience was 
great, I felt a part of the team the moment I started! I had previously 
worked for a construction company so I had a little knowledge under my 
belt. The ALDC team was extremely supportive and wanted to make sure 
I was learning as much as I possibly could. I was able to strengthen my 
plant knowledge tremendously. I was also able to learn more in depth 
about the business side of a design/build company. I had the opportunity 
to shadow a day in the office of the landscape architects and designers 
learning tips and tricks when it comes to computer programs and hand 
drafting. 

What were some of the biggest challenges you overcame? One of the 
challenges I faced was having lack of perennial plant knowledge. It was 
hard to identify some of the plants in the field. I overcame this by asking 
questions when I did not know what a particular plant was and having 
my coworkers constantly quizzing me.

What type of precautions were used? To get to the site we all took 
separate transportation, socially distanced while working with each 
other, wearing masks, eating lunch separate from each other and not 
sharing tools throughout the work day. I always carried hand sanitizer on 
me as another safety precaution. 

Lindsey Corse
URI Landscape Architecture Senior

Internship (1): Ben Blue’s Backyard Creations

What type of internship did you have? I had a 
virtual internship I started in the summer of 2020 
that has carried over to the present. I draft footing 
layouts and construction documents for residential 
decks. Depending on the project, I use Vectorworks, 
AutoCAD, SketchUp, and Photoshop.

How often did you connect with your manager 
and how was it done? My contact with my 
employer was almost entirely online. I communicate 
throughout the week with my employers via email and sometimes by 
text or phone call. I can work entirely remotely with flexible hours.

How long did it take before you felt integrated? I had very little prior 
decking knowledge, but I was trained by another URI student for the first 
few months which helped me become more comfortable. My employers 
have been very patient and encouraging during my learning process.

What were some of the biggest challenges you overcame? Maintaining 
a balance between work and school can be difficult when the company 
is especially busy. Time management has been difficult but thankfully I 
make my own hours.

What type of tools did you use to collaborate and how were they 
used? We use Microsoft Outlook as our email server. We submit drawings 
back and forth and communicate by drawing our thoughts and creating 
Continued on page 7... 
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Come Back to the Future
The RIHPHC will be  hosting the 35th Rhode Island Historic 
Preservation Conference. Speakers include RIASLA HALS Liasion, Elena 
Pascarella along with  with Kofi Boone, FASLA and Keith Stokes will be 
presenting ‘ Recovering Rhode Island’s African Heritage Landscapes’. 

Hindsight is so 2020. Come Back to the Future in 2021. RIHPHC invites 
you to our first-ever virtual historic preservation conference. Join us 
for:

Thursday’s keynote address: “The Accidental Archivist” by George 
Smart, Modern architecture advocate and creator of the USModernist 
Radio podcast

Friday’s keynote address: “Black Landscapes Matter” by Kofi Boone, 
FASLA, Professor of Landscape Architecture at North Carolina State 
University

Sessions exploring Ira Rakatansky’s Modernist architecture, Indigeniz-
ing design, monuments, postwar suburbs, Black landscapes, preser-
vation futurism, monuments, digital media, the Gaspee’s 250th, and 
more

Virtual tours of Clouds Hill Museum, geology and architecture of the 
Pawtuxet River Valley, and CCRI’s Knight Campus—the Brutalist-style 
megastructure. Check back for announcements of new tours and 
bonus content.

Historic District Commission workshops on Wednesday
Networking and conversation

The conference brings together a growing community of profession-
als, volunteers, and students to preserve Rhode Island’s historic places.

More about Recovering Rhode Island's African Heritage Landscapes

Scalloptown, Snowtown, the slopes of College Hill, Black businesses 
along Bellevue Avenue, sites of celebrations and protest, working 
waterfronts, and parks—there are countless landscapes built, 
designed, and activated by African Americans and African 
descendants in Rhode Island. Hear about the latest efforts to preserve 
God’s Little Acre, a burying ground for people of African heritage 
in Newport from 1705 to 1990. Explore Rhode Island’s historic 
Black landscapes within a national context. How can we grow the 
movement to reclaim and recover these places?

More about Black Landscapes Matter: 

This presentation borrows language from the Black Lives Matter 
movement to frame three challenges for the future of including Black 
landscapes into our broader narratives; these landscapes stand as 
examples of what it meant “to be seen, to live with dignity, and to be 
connected.” Through research, case studies, and current work, Kofi 
Boone will explore these challenges and their implications for the 
future of landscape history. 

Kofi Boone, FASLA, is a Detroit native and a graduate of the University 
of Michigan (BSNR 1992, MLA 1995). His work is in the overlap 
between landscape architecture and environmental justice with 
specializations in democratic design, digital media, and interpreting 
cultural landscapes. Kofi’s teaching and professional work have earned 
awards including student and professional ASLA awards. He serves on 
the Board of Directors of The Corps Network as well as the Landscape 
Architecture Foundation where he is President-Elect. Kofi serves on 
the advisory board of The Black Landscape Architects Network. He has 
published work broadly in peer-reviewed, as well as popular media, 
including The Conversation, Journal of Landscape and Urban Planning, 
and Landscape Architecture Magazine.

Elena M. Pascarella has worked as a landscape architect in New 
England for over 40 years. She established Landscape Elements, LLC 
to provide landscape architectural services with a focus on ecological 
conservation and cultural resource preservation as both are key 
elements towards creating sustainable designs.

A graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design, Elena furthered her 
interest in historic landscape architecture through graduate studies 
at the University of Virginia. She understands landscape stewardship 
as both a private consultant and public practitioner having served as 
a landscape architect for both the City of Providence and the State of 
Rhode Island before she founded Landscape Elements LLC.



Page 6 | Spring 2021| RIASLA

Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects
rhodeislandasla@gmail.com  |  www.riasla.org

ASLA Pre-K-12 Virtual Back to School Summit: Aug/Sept 2021

2021 Conference on Landscape Architecture (formerly called the 
ASLA Annual meeting and Expo:  November 19th-21st in 
Nashville TN.
•	 everyone will wear a mask
•	 all events will be following safety protocols at Music City Center 

and hotels

Olmsted Bicentennial 2021
ASLA is providing a 3 part program:
•	 ASLA and a partnership with NRPA (National Recreation and 

Parks Association) will be     
providing a series of webinar conversations.

•	 A piece coming this summer/fall-this is in the works so stay 
tuned

•	 Educational Session on Olmsted

Trustee’s Report Continued.... President’s Letter Continued.... 
This year we are hoping to bring some refreshing changes to RIASLA that 
have been worked on behind the scenes for a while and are finally coming 
to fruition. Firstly, April is World Landscape Architecture Month, #WLAM, 
and this year’s theme is #GrowingTogether. For WLAM we have a series of 
beach clean-ups that we have joined with Clean Ocean Access (COA) on 
the 10th, 17th, and 24th – Please see our social media and website to sign 
up and join us! 

Secondly, in the spirit of #GrowingTogether, we are proud to announce 
our inaugural year of offering a scholarship. The Brent Narkawicz Memorial 
Scholarship is being offered for students attending URI’s Landscape 
Architecture program. Please see our website and newsletter for more 
information on Brent’s impact on Rhode Island’s LA community and how 
to apply for the scholarship.

We’ve also made the best of early spring so far with URI LA students 
winning Honor and Merit Awards from RIASLA as well as attending URI’s 
Student Showcase. We hope to continue getting back to normal and 
getting back outside with more activities and opportunities this year. As 
a reminder, this is an Awards Year and we will be looking at our options 
to safely host our biennial celebration and we will keep you all posted on 
what our plans will be.

National is working on growing as well, both in membership and with 
diversity through various programs aimed at bringing in more members 
and more people with various backgrounds to help become more 
inclusive in their overarching goal to represent Landscape Architects on 
a National Level.

Locally, we want to do the same and we are working towards ways to find 
more diverse voices to be involved. We welcome any suggestions and 
opinions and, as always, we welcome more members to take an active 
role on the Executive Committee.

So, to conclude, we at RIASLA are looking forward to the hope this spring 
is providing and we hope to continue to grow with your involvement and 
your input. We aim to work on providing the best representation of Rhode 
Island Landscape Architects and we look forward to seeing and hearing 
from you all over the course of the year.

Stay safe, stay healthy, get vaccinated.

Steven D’Ambrosia
RIASLA Chapter President

LAR Students Win Awards
LAR Students, Jonathan Reyes, Lindsey Corse and Miranda Hulme 
Receive Awards from the Chapter. The RIASLA asked them to share 
what Landscape Architecture means to them: 

Jonathan Reyes 
When you look up a definition for Landscape 
Architecture you’ll usually get something along the 
lines of designing the outdoor environment. To me, 
Landscape Architecture is more than that. We play 
a role as the creative directors of our environments 
and the future of our communities. This career gives 
me the opportunity to understand, connect and 

benefit communities. 

Lindsey Corse
Landscape architecture provides us the opportuni-
ty to serve and reconnect the innately connected 
human and environmental realms through design. It 
grants the ability and responsibility to advocate for 
everyone, and strive towards a fairer global land-
scape. We have a responsibility to our environment 
and the people we create landscapes for: To treat 

them both with fairness, thoughtfulness, and respect.

Miranda Hulme 
Landscape architecture is an extremely powerful 
profession. It uses natural and social sciences to 
create environments best fit for people living or 
using the space. To me landscape architecture 
is all about the people and creating spaces that 
allow individuals to engage their own feelings. 
Outdoor spaces are unique in their own from 

their history to how and who uses it. As a Landscape architect it is 
our job to best serve the communities by creating spaces that are 
functional and benefit the people while enhancing the surrounding 
environment.
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URI Students Continued.... 
diagrams. Visual and verbal communication tools have been helpful.

Internship (2): Cumberland Rhode Island Planning Department
What type of internship did you have? I had a virtual internship that I 
started in February 2021. I work in the planning office as a consultant.

How often did you connect with your manager and how was it done? 
My contact with my employer is not daily, but we schedule quick check-
ins and meetings throughout the week. We meet with Google Meet or 
Zoom. Sometimes we communicate over the phone as well. 

How long did it take before you felt integrated? I still feel that I am 
adjusting in this position because it is so new, but the learning curve has 
not been too difficult.

What were some of the biggest challenges you overcame? Maintaining 
a balance between work and school can be difficult. Finding time in 
general is difficult, but thankfully there is always work for me to do and 
things to learn. 

What type of tools did you use to collaborate and how were they used? 
We collaborate by providing comments, notes, and drawings on work and 
revising them accordingly. I work with Photoshop, AutoCAD, and InDesign 
mostly for this position. 

C O N T R A C T   |   H O S P I T A L I T Y   |   S I T E   |   R E S I D E N T I A L

Designed to Make an Impression

C O N T A C T  U S  A T  8 0 0 . 2 8 4 . 8 3 2 5  O R  C O U N T R Y C A S U A L T E A K . C O M 

F O R  P R O D U C T  S P E C S  O R  P R O P O S A L S  F O R  Y O U R  N E X T  P R O J E C T

ASLA_Ads_Half_2021.indd   5 4/1/21   10:40 AMProvidence releases design proposals for 
113-year-old Crook Point Bascule Bridge

The railroad drawbridge was abandoned in 1976 and left open to 
allow boats to navigate the river. Known by locals as the “stuck-up” 
bridge, it has become something of a symbol of the city’s industrial 
heritage.

The city has posted five contenders on its website and asked for 
public opinion on each finalist.  Including a submission from RIASLA 

Communications Chair, Ellen Biegert, ASLA, of Horsley Witten 
Group. You may submit comments here: https://www.providenceri.
gov/planning/crook-point-bridge/
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LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE
LECTURE SERIES 2020-2021

DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE I Rodman Hall, 94 West Alumni Avenue, Kingston, RI 02881 I p: 401.874.2142   f: 401.874.4931

Lectures begin at 6:00 P.M and will be held remotely. This series is co-sponsored by: 
The RI Chapter of the ASLA, URI College of Arts and Sciences, URI Libraries, Dept. of 
Art and Art History, Dept. of Landscape Architecture, and the Gaetano and Pasqualina 
Faella Endowment. Questions may be directed to 874-2983 or wagre@uri.edu.

Jeff Hou, PhD, Professor, University of Washington, Seattle, WA
Activism and Design

FEBRUARY 18

FEBRUARY 11

28
    

  Y
EA

R
TH

MARCH 11

APRIL 8

APRIL 22

Allison Desbonnet, CWDG, Boston, MA and Stephen Thompson, TJD&A, Yarmouth, ME
Urban to Rural Renewal

Elizabeth Kennedy, EKLA, Brooklyn, NY and 
Jennifer Ward Souder, Greener by Design, New Brunswick, NJ
Standing at the Corner of Design and Social Justice

Shannon Nichol, Founding Principal, GGN, Seattle, WA
Big Small Moves: Designing From - And For - The Local in an Overscaled Era

Mitchell Silver, FAICP, Commissioner, NYC Parks
Creating Public Spaces for All
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2021 Brent M. Narkawicz Memorial Scholarship
The Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects is proud and honored to offer the first annual Brent M. Narkawicz 
Memorial Scholarship!

The Brent M. Narkawicz Memorial Scholarship is provided to students in an accredited undergraduate Landscape Architecture program in the 
State of Rhode Island who are entering their Sophomore, Junior, Senior Year or are graduating and are pursuing an graduate degree in the field of 
Landscape Architecture.
 
One scholarship in the amount of $1500 will be awarded for tuition, books, drafting supplies, etc.
 
Brent Narkawicz, who passed away on March 1st, 2020 was a graduate of the University of Rhode Island where he received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Landscape Architecture. 

Brent had a very accomplished and successful landscape architecture career which moved him to various positions including:  Director of 
Planning & Development for the Town of Coventry, RI, Bryant Associates, as well as a University of Rhode Island adjunct professor. Brent’s success 
led him to his ultimate position at Calamar as Regional Head of Development for New England, where he was instrumental in bringing affordable 
senior housing to the New England area.
 
Brent’s love didn’t stop at his family.  From childhood friendships, to college friends, to friendships he developed along the way, Brent was truly 
unique in his ability to maintain friendships. He provided the opportunity to help his friends with L.A.R.E. (Landscape Architecture Registration 
Exam) preparation by tutoring several of his URI alumni friends. He had this ability to always give you the confidence you needed no matter how 
difficult the challenge may have been for you.  His patience and his great sense of humor always helped to buffer the anxiety of working through 
various angles of prepping for passing “the Exam”.
 
We encourage students who share these values and appreciation of the field of landscape architecture to apply for the Brent M. Narkawicz 
Memorial Scholarship. Apply for the scholarship here: www.riasla.org/scholarships

Wavemaker Fellowship through the Rhode Island Commerce Corporation

Defray the cost of your student loans with the Wavemaker Fellowship through the Rhode Island Commerce Corporation

As a Rhode-Island based firm in the STEM industry, we strongly encourage you to apply for this program if you have education loan repayment 
expenses.

What is it?
Every year, talented graduates are faced with the decision of where to start their careers. The Wavemaker Fellowship provides a financial incentive 
for graduates pursuing a career or starting a business in Rhode Island in technology, engineering, design and other key sectors, by defraying 
student loan payments for up to four years.  

The program offers qualifying individuals a refundable Tax Credit Certificate worth the value of their annual student loan burden for up to four 
years. In addition to the financial benefit, Fellows are invited to participate in various personal and professional development programs, social 
and professional networking opportunities, community-based events and more.

Who qualifies?
To be eligible, an applicant must:
•	 Have	a	two-year,	four-year	or	graduate	degree	from	an	accredited	institution.	
•	 Have	annual	higher	education	loan	repayment	expenses.
•	 Work	full-time,	or	have	an	offer	of	employment	to	work	full-time,	in	Rhode	Island	in	one	or	more	of	the	following	fields:	life,	natural	or	
environmental sciences; computer, information or software technology; advanced mathematics or finance; engineering; industrial design or 
other commercially related design field; or medicine or medical device technology.

Fellows will receive tax credits for up to four years equal to the Fellow’s annual loan repayment expenses up to the following caps:  
•	 $6,000	for	a	Fellow	with	a	Master’s	degree	or	higher
•	 $4,000	for	a	Fellow	with	a	Bachelor’s	degree
•	 $1,000	for	a	Fellow	with	an	Associate’s	degree

2021 Wavemaker Fellowship Applications are now being accepted, though May 4. Apply today!

https://wavemaker.commerceri.com/ 
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2021-2022 CALL FOR ENTRIES RI ASLA 
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN AWARDS 
PROGRAM  TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON 

Our 2019-2020 Design Award Winners

Katherine Fields and Associates / Rocky Cove
Merit Award - Large Scale Built Project

BETA Group / Providence Riverfront Parks
Merit Award - Large Scale Built Project

BETA Group / Gantry Gardens at the Foundry
Merit Award - Large Scale Built Project

Design Under Sky / The Shack
Merit Award - Large Scale Built Project

Landscape Elements / Watch Hill Residence
Merit Award - Built Project Residential

Horsley Witten / Norman Bird Sanctuary
Honor Award - Planning and Analysis

Design Under Sky / Living Edge
Special Recognition - Small Scale Built Project

Katherine Fields and Associates / Rocky Cove

Please join us in recognizing the hard work of the 2019-2020 
award winners. 

EasyClean is designed to be used on 

very high-tra�  c surfaces in public spaces 

and leads to a noticeable reduction in 

maintenance costs due to the reduced 

cleaning requirement.

UNILOCK.COM | 1-800-UNILOCK

EasyClean is available in many ready-to-order 
products and can be applied to large scale 
custom orders. Ask your Representative for 
more information.
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BETA Group / Providence Riverfront Parks Landscape Elements / Watch Hill Residence

Horsley Witten / Norman Bird Sanctuary

Design Under Sky / Living Edge

BETA Group / Gantry Gardens at the Foundry

Design Under Sky / The Shack
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Sponsorship Opportunities

PLATINUM LEVEL - $2000

Website Benefits - Premium Large Logo on RIASLA website and full page ad in quarterly blog, spon-
sor link to your website and your logo as a sponsor on the Parking Day Website held in September.

ASLA Member Communication - Social media ‘Meet a Sponsor’ Spotlight feature (annually), Social 
media product feature (2 per year) and Large logo in all email communications.

Direct Member Contact - Virtual Lunch & Learn / Continuing Education session 
(paid for / hosted by the sponsor but promoted by RIASLA).

Signature Event - Four tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Table at Awards Event 
(for promotional material), Recognition at RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event as a Platinum 
Sponsor.

GOLD LEVEL - $1500 

Website Benefits - Medium Logo on RIASLA website and half page ad in quarterly blog, 
sponsor link to your website.

 
ASLA Member Communication - Social media ‘Meet a Sponsor’ Spotlight feature (annually), Social 
media product feature (1 per year) and Medium logo in all email communications.  Medium font on 

event handouts/signage (PARKing Day, Holiday/Awards Party, etc.)

Direct Member Contact - Virtual Lunch & Learn / Continuing Education session 
(paid for / hosted by the sponsor but promoted by RIASLA)

Signature Event - Three tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Recognition at 
RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event as a Gold Sponsor.

The Rhode Island Chapter of ASLA provides a number of opportunities for vendors to reach the 
members of the Rhode Island Chapter of ASLA, allied professions and the general public who 
utilize the services of landscape architects. Whatever it is you’re looking for, we have a full range of 
sponsorship and advertising opportunities available.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with any 
sponsorship thoughts or ideas.

Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects
rhodeislandasla@gmail.com  |  www.riasla.org
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BRONZE LEVEL - $500 

Website Benefits - Small Logo on RIASLA website, sponsor link to your website 

ASLA Member Communication - Small logo in all email communications including our blog 

Signature Event - One ticket to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Recognition at RIASLA annual 
Holiday Party / Awards Event as a Bronze Sponsor.

Interested in another sponsorship opportunity that you don’t see here?  We are always looking for 
new and exciting ways to get you, our sponsors, in front of our audience of landscape architects, 
students and the general public.  Past sponsored events / opportunities have included:

•	 Holiday Party / Awards Event Sponsor
•	 Virtual Trivia Night
•	 Virtual Happy Hour
•	 RIASLA Bowling Event

Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects
rhodeislandasla@gmail.com  |  www.riasla.org

Unique Sponsorship Opportunities

SILVER LEVEL - $1000 

Website Benefits - Small Logo on RIASLA website, sponsor link to your website

ASLA Member Communication - Medium logo in all email communications.

Signature Event - Two tickets to RIASLA annual Holiday Party / Awards Event, Recognition at RIASLA 
annual Holiday Party / Awards Event as a Silver Sponsor.
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RIASLA Turns 35 Years Old 
We dug up an article written in 2016 and Co-authored by Wil 
Gates, Bob Weygand and Karen Beck. (We hope readers will 
forgive errors and omissions that the passage of time and our 
faulty memories may play in this recollection.)

During the 1970’s and into the 1980’s Landscape Architecture in 
Rhode Island  drew increasing interest from the community and 
saw increasing numbers of practicing LA’s. However, the Rhode 
Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
(RIASLA) did not exist then, despite the fact that the Rhode 
Island landscape architecture licensure law had been enacted 
by 1975.  This law, one of the first landscape architecture “prac-
tice” acts in the country, clearly exhibited the resourcefulness 

and foresight of 
future members 
of the RIASLA. At 
that time na-
tional ASLA rules 
provided for LAs in 
non-chapter states 
to be assigned to 
contiguous states’ 
chapters. When 
local LAs first met 
about establishing 
a RIASLA chapter, 

many belonged to either the Connecticut or the Boston chapter 
but had little professional or social interaction with colleagues 
in either chapter. Furthermore, the consensus was that an 
ASLA chapter based within the state would help develop a 
professional organization and promote public recognition for RI 
landscape architects and landscape architecture.

Wil Gates admits to being an instigator, but equally involved 
were Bob Weygand, Albert Veri, Colgate Searle, Richard Hanson, 
Sara Bradford, Derek Bradford, Michael Everett and Francis “TP” 
Plimpton. National ASLA was very supportive, as ASLA’s goal 
was to have a chapter in every state. The Executive Director of 
ASLA visited with 
the organizers 
and offered great 
insight into the 
advantages and 
responsibilities 
of having our 
own Chapter. 

The core orga-
nizing group 
contributed 
the application 
fee to ASLA. They made a list of every Rhode Island registered 

landscape archi-
tect and in-state 
members of ASLA. 
They were all 
contacted individ-
ually and invited to 
participate in the 
founding of our 
State chapter. Our 
inaugural meeting 
was held in West-
erly at the Westerly 
Library adjacent to 
Wilcox Park. There 
was a walking tour 

of this Warren Manning masterpiece and our recollection is that 
there were 32 or 34 LAs attending.  TP Plimpton, now deceased, 
was elected our first Trustee. Wil Gates was elected the Chap-
ter’s first President. The atmosphere was very convivial and bod-
ed well for the growth of the profession and relationships that 
- to this day – have marked the high quality of RIASLA. It was 
an exciting time for LA’s in Rhode Island. The camaraderie and 
spirit of the practitioners was palpable. Our chapter-develop-
ment timing was also fortuitous. In 1988, then-Governor DiPrete 
proposed eliminating the Board of Licensure for Landscape 
Architects and eliminating the RI licensure law. Bob Weygand 
was in the General Assembly at the time and with the dedicated 
help of our colleagues and the newly formed RIASLA Chapter 
we were able to defeat the governor’s proposals.

Wil contributed two years as President in order to provide for 
a firm hand at the helm for the new chapter.  Following Wil’s 
example, the chapter has continued to be led by very effective 
Presidents, Trustees and Executive Committees. 

During these years, the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) 
has morphed from an accredited BLA program into a MLA 
program, and the University of Rhode Island (URI) has matured 
from a “concentration in landscape design” (non-accredited) 
into an outstanding BLA program. The RIASLA has contributed 
financially, 
intellectu-
ally (and 
emotional-
ly) to both 
programs, 
with the 
benefit that 
these stu-
dents have 
gone on to 
become full 
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these years and iterations. She has 
mentored chapter members Karen 
Beck, Steve Pilz, Sue Votta, and Mike 
Dowhan on this board as well.  Also 
at the state level, Barbara Petrar-
ca oversaw the RI Department of 
Transportation’s landscape architec-
ture unit since prior to the incor-
poration of our chapter, in order to 
safeguard visual resources along 
our state highways (sometimes the 
only part of our state visitors see!). In addition, she mentored 
Chris Fletcher, Karen Beck, Sue Votta and others in this position.  
Wil Gates, Bob Weygand, Karst Hoogeboom, Elena Pascarella 
and others worked tirelessly in multiple state agencies to pro-

tect our natural 
and aesthetic 
resources. Bob 
Weygand also 
spent several 
years in local, 
state and national 
government, as 
planning board 
member, state 
representative, 

Lieutenant Governor, and US Congressman.

We would be remiss if we didn’t mention our chapter sponsors 
and advertisers that we have had over the years. Small chapters 
like ours rely on this financial support in order to function effec-
tively, and the enthusiasm that these companies have for our 
profession is invaluable.  Thank you so much for your past sup-
port and we hope to continue to work with you in the future!

Over the years, the RIASLA has repeatedly impressed those at 
the national level and in other 
ASLA chapters much bigger and 
more financially robust than 
ours with our ability to get lots 
done with just a little. It has 
always been our members that 
have accomplished this, from 
stepping up to become exec-
utive committee members to 
individual efforts on state and 
local boards, in state govern-
ment, in our schools, and on our 
public and private landscapes. 

Here’s to another 35 years!

ASLA members 
and success-
ful landscape 
architects here 
in Rhode Island, 
around the coun-
try, and abroad. 
Current and 
former chapter 
members who 
have guided 
these programs 
include Colgate Searle, Sara Bradford, Derek Bradford, Don 
Leighton, Scheri Fultineer, John Dunnington, Richard Hanson, 
Will Green, Angelo Simeoni, and Richard Sheridan.

For emerging professionals, RIASLA has provided years of 
support for those preparing to take the 
Landscape Architect Registration Exam 
(LARE)-formerly the Unified National 
Exam (UNE). Originally begun by Karen 
Beck, with significant help from Brent 
Narkawicz and Arek Galle, and then Adam 
Latham, these review courses have been 
one of the only locally-available resources 
for this requirement for licensure, and 
attracted attendees from Maine to New 
York (and sometimes beyond).

RIASLA (as an ASLA chapter) has provided countless informa-
tional and social programs 
throughout these years. 
These include monthly exec-
utive committee meetings, 
biannual professional design 
awards, biannual student 
design awards, biannual Past 
Presidents Awards, URI and 
RISD lecture series sup-
port, product seminars and 
development workshops, RI 
Spring Flower Show exhib-
its, a Photo Gallery exhibit, 
Park(ing) Day development, 
a monthly newsletter (which 
goes out to over 200 indi-
viduals, all our cities and towns, and government officials), a 
website, and representation at annual Advocacy Day events. 

During these years, RIASLA members have also been active par-
ticipants in our state licensure board, especially in the person 
of Sara Bradford, who has been on the state board since its 
inception in 1975, and has skillfully protected our law over all 
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Other Events 
Join us for the All About Teak Wood webinar Thursday, May 20, 
11:30am ET (1.0 PDH)

When it comes to outdoor furniture, teak wood is often hailed 
as the best of the best. Learn all about this hard, tropical wood 
including its natural properties, benefits and how it came to be 
used in manufacturing. We’ll also take an extensive look at the 
Teak Silviculture including how teak is grown and harvested, 
along with the sustainability practices of the industry. Lastly, 
we will discuss what you need to know when selecting teak 
outdoor furnishings and how to care and maintain them. We 
will end by sharing some projects and why they used teak for 
their furnishings.

Register here for free: https://www.countrycasualteak.com/all-
about-teak-wood-registration


